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Wayne County Public Health
Senior Vaccination Program

How It Works

Wayne County Public Health Department has begun simultaneously vaccinating seniors age 65
and older in the most expedient way to get vaccines in arms of seniors as fast as possible. This
process will take time. Everyone who wants a vaccine will get one. As more doses and capacity
become available, this process will go faster.

This program is supplemental to current efforts to schedule senior vaccines with local health
systems. The County is also exploring additional vaccination centers to increase access to
seniors wanting a vaccine.

To ensure broader distribution of the vaccine, Wayne County was divided into geographic
regions. Communities were placed in one of the regions based on location. The regions were
further balanced based on total senior population (65+).

Next, each community in each region was ranked based on its Social Vulnerability Index (SVI),
which accounts for 15 different socio-economic factors that affect the health and wellness of a
community’s residents. This is done to get vaccine to the most vulnerable residents first.

Once the communities were ranked by region and SVI, Health Department staff took the
available doses the county will receive for the coming week and divided into equal amounts.
That amount becomes the number of first doses delivered in each region for that week.

Health Department staff then starts with the most at-risk communities in each region, based on
SVI, and works to schedule a clinic with local municipalities, or host it at one of the county sites

if that is more convenient.

Local municipalities handle the scheduling of the vaccine appointments.
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This is the same process the county followed for prioritizing vaccination for school districts,
with the school districts scheduling the appointments.

Common Questions

Q: When will my community be scheduled?

A The chart on page 4 outlines the prioritization and SVI for each community in each
region. This is the order the county is following. The timing of when a clinic will be
scheduled depends on how much vaccine the county receives each week from the state
of Michigan. The number of doses the county will receive for the coming week is not
known until Friday of the week before.

Q: What happens if we have more seniors who want to receive a vaccine than we have
vaccine allotted?

A: Each community will receive a sufficient supply of the vaccine, based on availability. If
more is needed, additional vaccine clinic days will be scheduled until every senior who
wants to be vaccinated is vaccinated.

Why is the positivity rate or case rate excluded from rankings?
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Case rates are variable. The Social Vulnerability Index does not change based on the
number of cases in a community. This gives us a standard measurement to base
rankings on. Case data as it is collected by the state does not provide a positivity rate for
individual communities, just countywide.

Q: Why are communities with smaller senior populations going ahead of ones with more
seniors?

A: Communities are ranked in each region based on the SVI for that community. Vaccine
doses remain limited and we need to prioritize distribution based on the amount the
county receives each week.

Q: Why use the federal Social Vulnerability Index (SVI) to determine which community
goes first?

A: The SVl is calculated the same way for each community. It’s the simplest way to rank
communities to ensure the vaccine goes to places where it is needed most. From the
first round of COVID-19 last spring, we know the disease disproportionately harms
people in communities with higher SVis.
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Should seniors stop trying to schedule a vaccine through their health system?

Seniors should keep trying to schedule a vaccine appointment with their health system.
If they are also able to schedule one with a local community clinic, they should take the
first appointment available to them and cancel other appointments.

Why is the county planning smaller vaccine clinics instead of larger regional ones?
Ideally, we want to take the vaccine to where the seniors are. We know transportation
and mobility are issues for some. Having smaller, local clinics will help seniors stay closer
to home and make it easier to schedule an appointment.

With that said, the county may schedule regional clinics where multiple communities
can be served at the same time, so long as vaccine is available.

I can’t get through on the number for my clinic; what should | do?
Keep trying. Many seniors are also trying to call at the same time as you. Try calling at a
different time. Please be patient.
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Municipality Population 65+ Pop
ROMULUS 23,573 2,947
WAYNE 16,814 2,354
WESTLAND 81,511 13,449
BELLEVILLE 3,898 569
TAYLOR 60,922 9,077
FLAT ROCK 10,004 1,150
VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP 28,369 3,603
SUMPTER TOWNSHIP 9,365 1,761
BROWNSTOWN TOWNSHIP 32,081 5,101
WOODHAVEN 12,469 2,481
GIBRALTAR 4,656 661
HURON TOWNSHIP 16,247 3,769
Total 299,909 46,923
INKSTER 24,248 7,347
MELVINDALE 10,248 1,004
DEARBORN HEIGHTS 55,353 8,856
REDFORD TOWNSHIP 46,674 5,974
DEARBORN 93,932 11,460
GARDEN CITY 26,408 4,120
ALLEN PARK 26,940 4,283
Total 283,803 43,045
CANTON TOWNSHIP 93,704 13,212
LIVONIA 93,665 18,639
PLYMOUTH 9,154 1,483
PLYMOUTH TOWNSHIP 27,035 6,299
NORTHVILLE TOWNSHIP 29,342 5,340
NORTHVILLE 2,661 492
Total 255,561 45,466
ECORSE 9,570 2,029
HAMTRAMCK 21,599 1,728
HIGHLAND PARK 10,775 2,661
RIVER ROUGE 7,419 920
LINCOLN PARK 36,321 9,117
HARPER WOODS 13,746 1,897
SOUTHGATE 28,959 5,676
RIVERVIEW 12,032 3,080
WYANDOTTE 24,859 4,052
TRENTON 18,157 3,958
ROCKWOOD 3,158 379
GROSSE POINTE WOODS 15,332 3,143
GROSSE POINTE 5,154 1,093
GROSSE ILE TOWNSHIP 10,134 2,655
GROSSE POINTE PARK 11,050 1,801
GROSSE POINTE FARMS 9,114 2,051
GROSSE POINTE SHORES 2,786 769
Total 240,165 47,009

SVI

Region
0.7659 Blue
0.7234 Blue
0.6484 Blue
0.6234 Blue
0.5713 Blue
0.5123 Blue
0.4383 Blue
0.4254 Blue
0.4238 Blue
0.3921 Blue
0.3843 Blue
0.3159 Blue

0.9038 Green
0.8450 Green
0.6595 Green
0.5948 Green
0.5529 Green
0.3911 Green
0.2953 Green

0.3067 Purple
0.2291 Purple
0.2183 Purple
0.2127 Purple
0.2046 Purple
0.1258 Purple

0.9220 Orange
0.8907 Orange
0.8858 Orange
0.8300 Orange
0.7137 Orange
0.6571 Orange
0.4805 Orange
0.4617 Orange
0.3525 Orange
0.2109 Orange
0.2059 Orange
0.1231 Orange
0.0872 Orange
0.0850 Orange
0.0734 Orange
0.0575 Orange
0.0402 Orange



